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® A New Global Minimum Corporate Tax
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® Indian Democracy at Aesthetic Disadvantage

LAW & SOCIETY
= Debating Supreme Court Reform

COMMENTARY

= Foundational Literacy and Numeracy
in West Bengal

= Affordable Rental Housing Complexes Scheme
and Private Rental Housing in Indian Cities

# Remembering Partha Nath Mukher;ji

BOOK REVIEWS

® India’s China Challenge: A Journey through
China’s Rise and What It Means for India

= Air: Pollution, Climate Change and India’s
Choice Between Policy and Pretence

PERSPECTIVES

® Indian Agriculture Needs a Holistic Policy
Framework, Not Pro-market Reforms

SPECIAL ARTICLES

= (OVID-19 and Supreme Court Contractual
Disputes in India

® Non-interest Income and Stability of
Commercial Banks: Some Evidence for India

= Gender Politics and Public Sphere:
Shrines in Kashmir Valley

CURRENT STATISTICS

POSTSCRIPT

Increasing the share of non-interest income may not
lead to improving the stability of private sector banks,
but the diversification of income to fee-based services
can increase bank profits and reduce instability. page 44

Force Majeure and Fairness

Examination of the contractual disputes from various
sectors, in the times of pandemic, points towards
conditional justification for force majeure clause along
with the instances of its disingenuous use. page 37

Rental Housing in Indian Cities

Projects under the Affordable Rental Housing Complex
scheme may not be able to compete with existing
private rental housing options, and profit-centring in
the scheme will conflict with the aims of inclusion and
tenant protection. page 15

Primary Education in West Bengal

The state government’s initiatives to achieve universal
foundational literacy and numeracy in all primary
schools and anganwadis are reviewed. page 12

Reforming the Judiciary

Drawing upon the debates on the Supreme Court reforms in
the US, Indian experience of the single-point, agenda-driven
reform is analysed for its limitations. page 10
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EDITORIALS
= Fifty Years of Independent Bangladesh

Precarious Work in Print Media

Rural stringers constitute the most vulnerable and
invisiblised category of print media journalists whose
work helps the media firms minimise news production
costs while the work conditions remain deplorable. page 36

COMMENT
m Economic Cost of Gender Gap

FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK

m Politics of Populism

ALTERNATIVE STANDPOINT
®w Ethics of Reading Ambedkar’s Text

COMMENTARY

m A Performance Appraisal of the Inflation
Targeting Regime
# COVID-19 Vaccines: Legal and Consumer Issues

= The Smallholder in the Agriculture Market
Reforms in India

® The Need for Saving Livelihoods for
Saving Lives

BOOK REVIEWS

® Gender, Power and Identity: Essays on
Masculinities in Rural North India

w Tribals and Dalits in Orissa: Towards a Social
History of Exclusion, ¢ 1800—1950

INSIGHT
= News Hunters or Ad Gatherers? Precarious
Work of Rural Stringers in Print Media

SPECIAL ARTICLES

® Farmers’ Politics in West Bengal:
Left Front and Post-Left Front Period

m Farmer Suicides in India, 1997-2013
® Ayyankali Urban Employment Guarantee
Scheme in Kerala

CURRENT STATISTICS

Vaccines and Legal Issues

A robust and equitable No-Fault Compensation System
for COVID-19 vaccine injury would pre-empt product
liability complaints against the government, and could
build trust among citizens about government-initiated
immunisation programmes. page 17

Agrarian Politics in West Bengal

The nature of the dependence of small and marginal
farmers on the local elite and the dynamics of
decision-making at the gram panchayat are
analysed. page 42

Urban EGS in Kerala

The Ayyankali Urban EGS is viewed as a last-resort
welfare programme for the poorest of the poor and
has not succeeded in achieving its objectives on the
lines of MGNREGS. page 57

Strategy of Monetary Policy

The RBI's Report on Currency and Finance, 2020-21 is
reviewed with a focus on its analysis of the flexible
inflation targeting regime. page 14
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EDITORIALS
= Disciplining the Legislature
® The ‘Common Good’ Has a Price

FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK
® Politics of ‘Sentimentalism’

COMMENTARY

= |ncome Diversification and Risk-adjusted
Returns for Indian Banks

= Budget 2021-22: Any Lessons Learnt from
the Pandemic?

= POSHAN Abhiyaan’s New Monthly Height
Measurements

® Thiruvananthapuram Airport Controversy

BOOK REVIEWS
m The Gig Economy: A Critical Introduction
m Commercialisation of Medical Care in China:

Changing Landscapes
PERSPECTIVES

= Reading KN Raj in the Age of
Free Market Fundamentalism

u Professional Development of Higher Education

Faculty in India: Framework and Fault Lines

SPECIAL ARTICLES

® [anguage Issue in Constituent Assembly
Debates

= Rethinking Indian Federalism: Consequences
of Diversity-promoting Governing Practices

DISCUSSION
= Kerala Deluge: Were the Dams at Fault?
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Revisiting KN Raj’s eri:‘ings_?!_gf 0082~
An assessment is made on how K N Raj would have
weighed in on some of the major contemporary
economic issues such as the trade policy, farm crisis,
and reprivatisation of public sector banks on the basis of
his contributions. page 33

Rethinking Federalism

Based on the distinction made between “diversity
claims” and “equality claims,” a study argues that India’s
democratic success has remained a poor match to its
federal success. page 51

Disputing Airport Management

The ongoing controversy regarding the leasing of the
Thiruvananthapuram airport to the private sector and
the tussle between the centre and the state government
of Kerala is examined. page 23

lll-conceived Measures

The article argues that the new recommendations for
monthly length/height measurements might derail the
existing system of data collection and management, and
lead to misreporting on malnutrition. page 21

Improving Bank Performance

A study explores the relationship between income
diversification and risk-adjusted returns for banks in
India for the period from 2000 to 2017. page 10
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EDITORIALS
= Democratic Government by One Person
= Roll Out a Universal Public Distribution System

FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK
= Freedom to Be Politically Vigilant

COMMENTARY

® Left Democratic Front Victory in Kerala's
Local Body Elections

® Bad Bank, Bad Loans and the Indian
Banking Mess

® Pandemic as Population Check?
The Dangerous Fallacies of Populationism

m Performance of Women and
Child Development Sector in India

= Dwijendra Narayan Jha (1940-2021)

BOOK REVIEWS

® A Political History of Literature:
Vidyapati and the Fifteenth Century

m Healthcare for India’s Poor:
The Health Insurance Way

PERSPECTIVES

= Caste and COVID-19:
Notes on Sanitation in a Pandemic

m Construction of Calamities in the
Uttarakhand Himalaya

SPECIAL ARTICLES

® Agrarian Crisis and Agricultural Labourer
Suicides in Punjab

® Learning and Language: English as Medium
of Instruction in Low-cost Private Schools
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Squeeze on Agrict}ﬁ?aﬁfaﬁourers

With the diminishing employment opportunities and
farm wage rates, the agrarian crisis in Punjab has pushed
the agricultural labourers towards low earnings and debt
traps, leading them towards death by suicide. page 49

Sanitation Work and the Pandemic

The current crisis provides conditions that could
establish a discourse and practice of sanitation and a
culture of public health in India, grounded in a paradigm
beyond that of caste. page 35

Neo-Malthusianism Redux

The belief among sections of the elite that a much-needed
population check is “naturally” occurring through the spread
of the disease, helps erase government failure, and treats
urban slums and poor clusters as dispensable. page 17

Ascendant LDF in Kerala

The main factors that resulted in the overwhelming
victory of the Left Democratic Front in the local body
elections in terms of their significance for assembly
elections are analysed. page 10

Dwijendra Narayan Jha (1940-2021)

Tributes to the indomitable historian committed
to scientific historiography and busting
communal myths page 28
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EDTECH BLUES

On the other side of the
edtech boom are kids who
have been unable to access
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digital divide
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trying to make math appealing
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culture and challenges
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innovative approaches
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