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• Bulldozing the Idea of Democracy What made Aijaz Ahmad's scholarship distinct was not
COMMENT only his deep immersion in Marxism and literary theory
• Extending the Regime of Incarceration but also his particular ability to look at world politics
FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK with an impressive sweep. page 27
• Violence and Its Impatience
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• The Russia-Ukraine War and the Changing

World Order
• Interrogating Populist Tendencies within
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• Farm Income in India: Myths and Realities
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INSIGHT
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• Assessing Direct Benefit Transfer of
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• The Impact of COVID-19Lockdowns on
Intra-household Interactions in India

• Backward or Forward? Examining the
Contemporary Status of Marathas
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War and the World Order
The vision of extended influence by Russia,the US's
grand strategy of deadly competition with China,and
other great powers' regional imperial designs may revive
conventional and hybrid warfare. page 10

Left Populism in Kerala
While the populist tendencies that the left exhibits
unfold by strengthening the critical components in the
common senseof the masses,they also bring the risk of
submission to the regressive elements within the
prevailing common sense. page 14

Manipur Assembly Elections
The BJPstrategically used abundant resources, its
unrivalled power lever, the promise of development, and
peaceful settlement of conflicts to determine the
electoral outcomes in its favour. page 19

Migrants and Public Policy
Realistic policies based on a robust understanding of
how migrants accesswork, housing, and food and how
these processesare mediated can address the risks
and vulnerabilities. page 30
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DISCUSSION
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Managing India's Film Heritage
No single governing body or agency like the NFDC
should get to decide how the film archives are
preserved, who gets access to them, and how they are
used to frame our cultural heritage, without proper
consultation with all the stakeholders. page 13

Greenfield New Towns
The movement of the new town discourse from city-for-
equity to city-for-profit and the fundamental shift in the
role of statutory planning have rendered the post-reform
cities inherently exclusive and inequitable. page 46

Adivasi Religious Code
To overcome the challenges in the codification due to
the presence of Adivasis from other religions as well as
the plurality in Adivasi discourse, a deliberative consensus
based on grounded realities is required. page 10

Sikh Museums
A study of Sikh museums is valuable in understanding
the museum as an institution and its influence on the
heritage politics of contemporary India. page 32

Migration in Megacities
Interstate migrants have declined as a share of
overall migrants in the population and intra-state
migration to the megacities has emerged as an
urban-to-urban trend. page 56
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Working Conditions In 'ector
Highlighting the problematic practices that the IT
industry in India promotes in the name of work culture
and environment, the vulnerabilities faced by employees
and the precarity of organised permanent employment
in the sector are examined. page 43
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Nuclear Posture Review
India's nuclear doctrine needs to be modified after a Nuclear
Posture Review as the concept of recessed deterrence
constrains the readiness of India's nuclear forces. page 10

Manipur and the ADCsBill
The conflict over the Manipur (Hill Areas) Autonomous
District Councils Bill points to the need of a consociational
compromise and political decentralisation for the resolution
of conflicts between the hills and the valley. page 25

Language and Democracy
The Westphalian-style sanctification of the primordial
religious and linguistic affiliations becomes pathological
in a society that worships purity and hierarchy. page 38

OBCReservation in LSGls
With the Supreme Court striking down the Maharashtra
government's reservation for OBCs in the local
self-government institutions, the responses of the state
government and the opposition and the impact on OBC
politics are ana lysed. page 28
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• POCSOand Judicial Discomfort

BUDGET 2022-23
• Economic Recovery and FiscalStance
• Debt, Deficit, and Fiscal Risks
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The core theme of this special issue, comprising eight
papers, is fiscal challenges and their impact on fiscal
sustainability and fiscal space for spending, along with
the likely implications of introducing the digital rupee.
The realisation of the budget proposals would
depend on how the Indian economy navigates the
unfolding challenge. pages 13-58

White Supremacy and the Far Right
While there is an increase in the instances of White
terrorism and far-right extremist messages taking
centre stage in the Western societies, the law
enforcement has fewer resources at its disposal to
combat these groups. page 64

POCSOand High Court Orders
A more nuanced conversation and legal framework is
needed wherein the agency of adolescents of a certain
maturity level to make choices about their own bodies
is accepted. page 10

Moral Truth and Agency
For a detached agent, non-violence is a natural
consequence in the perspectival conception
of truth. page 70
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India in Global Geop
India's call on Ukraine and its assertion of strategic
pragmatism needs to be taken forward with a
more coherent doctrine that draws on the core
principles of non-alignment. page 10

EDITORIAL

• In Search of a Strong Opposition

COMMENT
• Mandatory Rice Fortification with Iron
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• Who Needs Internal Critique?

ALTERNATIVE STANDPOINT

• Seeking India's Global Normative Power
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• A War No One Can Win
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• Mapping the Morphology of Liquor Ban
in Bihar

• Conservative Framing of the Hijab Issue and
the Muslim Women's Movement
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• Liberal Education and Its Discontents:
The Crisisin the Indian University

PERSPECTIVES

• The Political Economy of Plant Biotechnology
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• Price or Income Support to Farmers
• The Road Ahead for the EIA in India
• Tracing the Transformations in

Delhi's Taxi Industry
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Education for Liberation
Education for liberation aims to transform the
hierarchical relationships, which have been shaped by
dominant cultures, through a pragmatist approach of
bringing ideal principles and practical action in dialogue
with each other. page 25

Economic Consequences of War
The Russianinvasion of Ukraine and the sweeping
sanction in response have brought the world to the brink
of a deep global inflationary recession,worsening the
economic hardship ofthe poor around the globe. page 13

Farmers and the GM Crops Debate
If farmers do not participate in policy formulation, the
policy debates are likely to be driven by ideologies and
the material interests of other affected parties. page 29

Perils of Prohibition in Bihar
Bihar's prohibition policy is oscillating between
hypocrisy and moralism, and the act of ban is turning
out to be a big failure, legally and socially. page 16
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After over a decade of
chopping and changing,
Punjab Kings has stopped
gunning for silver bullets.
Can they finally get the
IPL throne?

~. NOT A COMPLETE
WASHOUT?

/ Rising fuel prices and
inflationary pressures have
led economists to lower
growth and earnings forecasts.
However, there will be pockets
of growth

/
INVESTMENT
SPECIAL
42 • STAY CALM / /
AND INVEST FOR / /
THE LONG TERM
Conserve some cash, but
don't be afraid to make
staggered investments in
blue-chip stocks in current
times of high uncertainty
and market volatility
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