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Policy-induced In~l~f~
An account of the course of labour policy highlights its
role in aggravating the precarity of living conditions for
those in informal employment, which culminated in the
migrant workers crisis. page 37
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Federalism and Union Territories
The status of union territories is analysed through the
principle of weighted and differentiated equality in India,
in the context of asymmetrical federalism. page 53

Cryptocurrency in India
A model legislation regulating all aspects of
cryptocurrency is required to recognise it as a
legal tender with appropriate safeguards and
monitoring mechanisms. page 18

Socio-demographics of Literacy
A study on adult illiteracy in Lucknow examines the
intersectional impacts of gender, geography, caste and
age on literacy rates and analyses the factors
compounding educational disadvantage. page 61

Income Support Schemes
The progress of the PM KISANscheme is critically assessed
along with an evaluation of the income support
schemes of different state governments. page 13
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Fifteenth Finance
Commission
In the context of uncertainties posed by the COVID-19
pandemic, six papers present key insights into the
approach of the Fifteenth Finance Commission vis-a-vis
the mandated task defined in its terms of reference. The
papers discuss vertical and horizontal devolution, fiscal
responsibility and budget management, implications of
transfers on climate change and what the commission
award means for the north-eastern states. page 33 onwards

Stifling Parliament in Pandemic
The unilateralism displayed by the executive and the
curtailment of the mechanisms to fix the accountability
has diminished the deliberative function of Parliament
and accelerated the process of institutional decay. page 28

Global Tax Reforms
The current process initiated by the OECD is historically
tainted with neocolonial geopolitics and its capture by
private actors which hinder the goal of reversing the
practice of extraction from the global South. page 16

Food Relief Efforts in Delhi
The GNCTD'sefforts to expand food security benefits offer
a unique vantage point to look at the universalisation and
integration of the structures of social protection. page 13
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Municipal Budgets and-Public Goods
Neo-liberal policy-induced budgetary cuts in education
and health by the Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation
have led to the deterioration of public systems and a loss
in their credibility. page 68
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Besieged Palestine
Crisis produced by the contrasting combination of Israeli
hyper-statehood and Palestinian non-statehood can only be
resolved through a one-state postnational solution that
dismantles the forbidding walls of nationalism. page 102

Women's Rights and Religion
The appointment of women priests can be used to
transform the structural inequality within religion, while
guarding against the co-option of women's
emancipatory politics by the right wing. page 15

Ambedkar on Tribes
Certain popular misconceptions about B RAmbedkar's
views on tribes and his writings on the same over a
period of time are investigated. page 78

No INew Deal' in the US
Intensifying systemic contradictions of capitalism
pose challenges before the Joe Biden administration,
which cannot be surmounted by its centrist
status quoist policies. page 23
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Farmer Agitation and Realignments
The suggested attempt at social and communal
reconciliation by the Jats will be tested against the
dominant caste~structure of the Bharatiya Kisan Union
and the unresolved question of minority persecution in
western Uttar Pradesh. page 30

Unviability of Health Insurance
Given the unregulated healthcare markets and rigidities
of health insurance claims processing, the government
should shun health insurance in its health policy and
provide universal access to healthcare. page 10

Threat to Smallholders
The mention of the term "company" in the Punjab's draft
Land Leasing Bill points to the intention to allow
corporates to lease in, portending corporatisation of the
state's farm sector. page 23

Livelihood Unstability
The PLFS2017-18 data suggests that vulnerability,
envisaged in terms of poor human capital formation and
social inequalities, seems to be the cause of the multi-job
strategy adopted by the households. page 36

Greening the National Accounts
The government should initiate the valuation of the
stock of natural resources on the pan-India scale and
construct accounts for the ecosystem, energy, water, and
land of the country. page 46
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GSTRevenues and FiscalFederalism
The present GSTstructure incentivises the union to delay
IGSTrefunds and compensation fund payments. The
compensation cess fund account and part ofthe IGST
revenue collections account need to be maintained in
the public account. page 52
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Democratic Deficit in Lakshadweep
The fight for self-governance in Lakshadweep is an
expression of democratic aspirations and cultural
identity against the majoritarian hegemony. page 37

Food Inflation Trajectory
A worrying aspect of the current spike is that it has
come despite a slowdown in demand, especially in
rural areas, which can adversely impact the
economic recovery. page 25

Determinants of Social Outcomes
The relationship between social outcomes and inequality
can be better understood by taking social and spatial
inequality measures rather than those influenced by
per capita NSDP. page 13

Undemocratic Population Policies
Judicial privileging of population control over grassroots
democracy gives protection to the discriminatory
provision linking "two-child norm" to eligibility to
contest panchayat polls. page 10
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