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* Future of the World Order
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The default option of a prolonged interregnum, in
which the world order remains in crisis and transition, is
where we are most likely to be in 2050. page 40

Forest Area-based Awards

The Finance Commission’s approach unfairly amplifies the
importance of forest cover, leading to disproportionate
awards to states with large forest areas without
adequately reflecting the true costs or benefits. page 49

Waqgf (Amendment) Bill

While the new legislation gives space to gender and
denominational diversity within the wagf structure, it
takes away many protections that the preceding act
provided to safequard waqf properties. page 10

Mining Royalty Regime

Further debates are required to analyse the rates and
base of the mining royalty regime in India, given that
the resource-rich states remain income poor. page 18

V K Natraj (1939-2024)

Natraj exuded an intercultural cosmopolitanism that used
Western sensibilities to highlight the universality in local
traditions and cultures while calling out the chauvinism
and inequities sanctioned by local traditions. page 26
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Green Revolution Assessments

The root of the problems with the methodological and
conceptual framework of the revisionist histories of the
green revolution lies in its inability to account for the
qualitative shift in agricultural production. page 58

Industrial Relations Code 2020

The code implies that the bigger or the biggest trade
union, being the sole bargaining agent, will monopolise
trade union rights and continue to exist despite the
inability to protect workers’ rights. page 22

Patent Amendment Rules

The 2023 amendment has made the process of
pre-grant opposition more problematic as it is left to
the controller to decide whether a particular application
for it should be admitted. page 18

India’s ‘Highway Revolution’

The dominant trend of infrastructure-led urbanisation
necessitates increased attention to the socio-spatial
differentiation, struggles, and environmental impacts
arising from the highway-driven fossil urbanism. page 37

A G Noorani (1930-2024)

By consistently pricking their self-congratulatory bubble,
Noorani’s writings will continue to afflict India’s
comforted with the stark realities of the unfulfilled
promises of the Constitution. page 30
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Vertical Fi

Increasing the share of net proceeds devolved to states
from 41% to 48.4% would place more untied resources
in the hands of the states to spend on subjects
constitutionally assigned to them. page 13

The Relevance of Santal Rebellion

The essence of the demands made by Hul rebels did not
lie in a mere “fixed physical space,” as they claimed a
“shared space”—a non-hierarchical world.based on
communal ownership and control over resources. page 58

BEST’s Decline

Policies such as the deployment of electric buses and
wet-leased buses from private contractors on a
per-kilometre basis have worsened the quality of bus
service in Mumbai. page 16

Legislating Domestic Work

Despite the expansion of the domestic workers’
movement and its contributions to legal discourse, their
labour continues to be undervalued as reflected in the
legislative lethargy over the issue. page 50

Amiya Kumar Bagchi (1936-2024)

Ideas conveyed in simple language with a mastery of
history, data, and inference and the ability to weave in
the big picture with the ebb and flow of life’s daily
chores were hallmarks of Bagchi’s scholarship. page 28
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