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The Warrior Queen
Kangana Ranaut's role in the
BJP's battle for Bollywood

AATHlRA KONIKKARA

Kangana Ranaut's journey from Bollywood outsider to liberal
icon to her present avatar as Hindutva warrior queen has been a
dramatic one. The hyper-nationalist themes of her films are a recent
phenomenon, and her public expressions of Hindu nationalism have
become exponentially venomous. Her vitriol against other actors,
as well as those outside the industry, has often descended into petty
name-calling. The battles that Ranaut has jumped into-and, in
many cases, instigated-have taken many forms. They have earned
her the moniker the "mad queen of Bolly wood. " But more troubling
has been her role in advancing the Hindu Right's agenda through
incendiary statements, often on social-media platforms. Though this
has allowed her to gain a lot of followers and media attention, her
notoriety has not translated into actual success for her recent films .
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Droupadi Murmu is set to become India's first tribal and second
woman president. The former governor's journey from the
country's backward, tribal-dominated region to the pinnacle of
its constitutional establishment shows grit, stoicism and a steely
resolve.

• Former president Pratibha Patil writes on her term in the
Rashtrapati Bhavan

• President Ram Nath Kovind broke the strict protocol
associated with the position

• Thomas Mathew, additional secretary to president Pranab
Mukherjee, on the extent of the president
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Pandits in Kashmir are under attack
by militants who fear that the BJP
plans to change the UT's demography

The Arabian Sea's behaviour is changing
and it is creating "climate change
victims" on India's west coast

ENFORCEMENT?
From Sonia and Rahul Gandhi to Mamata Banerjee and
the Thackerays of Maharashtra, the ED has its eyes set
on an array of opposition leaders. The question is: Is
the agency really acting at the Centre's behest, as the
opposition alleges?

M

An ED inquiry into an
alleged ~25,000-crore
scam reveals the
dark underbelly of
Maharashtra's sugar
politics

Interviews: Maharashtra
Cooperation Minister
Balasaheb Patil; BJP
MLA and former ED joint
director Rajeshwar Singh

The PMLA is simply an
instrument of harassment,
says Rajya Sabha member
Kapil Sibal

The government is driven
by vendetta, says senior
Congress leader Abhishek
Manu Singhvi

The conviction rate of
cases probed by the ED is
just 0.4 per cent, says AAP
leader Sanjay Singh
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Meet Shaunak Sen, whose
documentary All That Breathes won the
Golden Eye award at Cannes this year
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20 POLITICS
With Bihar planning a caste-
based census, more and
more political parties are in
favour of one

32 FOREIGN AFFAIRS
Foreign Minister S.
Jaishankar's ripostes have
announced the arrival of a
'new India', says Sreeram
Chaulia of Jindal School of
International Affairs
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