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A Behemoth
is Born

The merging of RIL's
media armand The
Walt Disney Comp-
any's India entities
has created a new
entertainment giant

THE BT INTERVIEW

““Retail equity
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huge economic
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Agrawal on how the
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and the way ahead
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Heavy Mittal

Sunil Bharti Mittal has spenta
lifetime in telecom, creating a
mammoth called Bharti Airtel.
Now, he is backing OneWeb for a
higher trajectory

INDIA’S BEST CEOs

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT 42 |

Healer Extraordinaire

Apollo Hospitals’ Prathap C.
Reddy pioneered the private
healthcare industry in India
and transformed the health
ecosystem. Reddy reminisces
about his life and times
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A Man for All Seasons

Amitabh Kant, an expert policy-
maker known fer his clarity of vision
and hard work, was a key player in
making India’s G20 presidency a
resounding success as its Sherpa

For the latest updates
and analysis, lcg on to
businesstoday.in

SUPER LARGE 62|

COMPANIES

Metal Man

Satish Pai has set Hindalco up for
long-term success. There is a lot
of traction left in the aluminium
space and there is the emerging
opportunity in copper

68 |
LARGE COMPANIES

Turbocharged

Sanijiv Puri has broad-
ened ITC's reach well
beyond cigarettes. The
demerger of its hotels
business shows the
firm's push to keep the
growth engine well oiled



~ BUSINESSWORLE:

www.businessworld.in | SUBSCRIBER’S COPY NOT FOR RESALE | RNINO.39847/81 | 22 MARCH 2024

LEADERS DRIVING
HOLISTIC GROWTH

Most
fluential

Women

(Anti-clockwise from left): Nandini Piramal, Chairperson,
Piramal Pharma | Arundhati Bhattacharya,
Chairperson & CEO, Salesforce India | Hina Nagarajan,
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Labour Productivity Growth

Labour productivity growth is primarily driven by
intra-industries improvement as India has not been in a
position to move out the abundant labour force

from primitive sectors and get it absorbed into

modern sectors. page 50

New Criminal Laws

The new laws continue to reinforce colonial conceptions
by increasing mandatory minimum sentences, providing
the death penalty for at least four new offences, and
upholding colonial policing methods. page 21

Union Health Budgets

The budgetary allocation to the health sector is too
meagre to adequately fulfil any of the goals set by the
NHP 2017 and is way off from its government health
expenditure target. page 25

Data on Food Production

A multi-ministerial committee needs to be established
to monitor the collection and compilation of data on
agri-food systems according to a standardised data
pipeline protocol. page 42

Economics of Telangana Verdict

The 2023 election verdict reflects an overarching
message indicating a strong sense of exclusion among
the growing segments of the population such as educated
youth, smaltholders, and the poor in general. page 14
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ender Wage Gap

While the raw earnings gap has decreased, most of the
convergence has occurred near the top of the salaried
earnings distribution as in the bottom deciles the gap
remains large and has grown over time. page 38

Finances for Right to Education

Meeting the RTE requirements calls for a large fiscal push
and a fair sharing of responsibilities in financing education
between the union and the state governments, while
remaining within a framework of fiscal federalism. page 14

Data on Marginalisation

A socio-economic caste census is needed to address
the recurring demand of data for deciding the
proportion of reservation and the identification of
backward castes/classes. page 48

Elected Chairperson for Rajya Sabha

Given the legal incompatibilities and democratic as well
as federal concerns, the ex officio chairpersonship of the
Rajya Sabha deserves to be cast aside. page 10

Agriculture inJharkhand

An increase in the crop area and diversification towards
high-value crops, with a shift from the cultivation of
cereals to non-cereals, have accelerated overall
agricultural growth from 2000 onwards. page 17
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Dairy Cooperatives

Low milk prices, high feed costs, labour shortages,
changing consumer needs, increased regulation,
competition in the market, and volatile weather are
among the major challenges faced by dairy farmers and
milk cooperatives. page 35

Automobile Workers at Risk

A large number of workers in smaller factories, which are
ancillaries for large automobile brands, lose their hands
or fingers in crush injuries mainly as a result of poor

safety culture and high productivity pressure. page 10

Higher Education in Bihar

Scarcity-driven circumstances lead to significant pressure
on resources, leading to the prevalence of conflictual
power centres in the functioning of universities, which
affects governance in an amorphous way. page 49

Predicament of Women Prisoners

Solutions beyond the criminal legal system that
embrace the social model of disability necessitate the
removal of external factors exacerbating women
prisoners’ trauma while providing them with affirmative
and enabling goods and support. page 18

Agricultural Futures Trading

The intermittent and prolonged suspension of chana
and soybean derivatives can adversely affect price
formation and transmission. page 56
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State of Public Health Centres

Notwithstanding the general pattern of improvement in
PHCs, the pace is far from adequate and the recent
conversion of many health centres into health and wellness
centres, in particular, has been largely cosmetic. page 34

Palestine and Imperialism

The weaponisation of the charge of antisemitism is not a
simple ploy to destabilise the global movement for
Palestine but a strategy to stabilise the sinews and
networks of global imperialism. page 22

Subcategorisation and Justice

If the Chinnaiah judgment is declared bad law, an
effort might be made in other states as well to further
fine-tune reservation policies to benefit more castes in
the Scheduled Caste category. page 10

JP S Uberoi(1934-2024)

At the heart of Uberoi’s oeuvre was the application of
the method of structuralism that attempted to
reconcile the differences between the sciences of
human and nature. page 24

Silkyara Tunnel Collapse

Incidents like the frequent Silkyara tunnel collapses reveal
Uttarkashi’s vulnerabilities exacerbated by geological
instabilities and human-induced stressors. page 13
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