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“Some of our states have
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growth prospects, and more

START-UPS 50 |

Celestial Disruption

Astrology is experiencing a cosmic
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increasing popularity of OTC drugs
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Tricity Triumphs
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90|
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ownership spirit”
Sheetal Arora, Promoter
& CEO, Mankind Pharma

on the best piece of
advice he has received

For the latest updates
and analysis, log on to
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® Trump's ‘America First’ Trade Policy

BOOK REVIEWS
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Poverty Estimatio

Changing consumption patterns of households around the
poverty line and the need to expand the basket of goods
and services basket for an assessment of the normative

content of the poverty line necessitate its revision. page 34

‘America First’ Trade Policy

India’s decision to negotiate the BTA when the Trump
administration is using the “America First” agenda to
extract benefits from its partner countries implies a tacit
acceptance of the US's terms of engagement. page 18

Constitutionalism and Plutonomy

Despite the constant claims from many members of the
Constituent Assembly to instrumentalise the constitutional
founding against the concentration of wealth, the final
document did little to address this issue. page 51

Access to the Judiciary for PVTGs

The persistent problem of inadequate basic amenities in
tribal regions raises questions about the accessibility of
the judiciary for tribes when the state is reluctant to
ensure their basic rights. page 10

Feminist Theory and Animal Abuse

The intersection between gender and animal studies is
not simply an extension of the feminist concern towards
non-humans, since a significant part of animal abuse is
gendered or gender-specific. page 28
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= Eden’s Rejects: The Dehumanisation
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m The Trump Plan for Ethnic Cleansing of Gaza
and the Arab Response )
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m Lost in Spontaneity: Revisiting the Decline of
the Anti-CAA Protests in Assam

= Water Management and Socio-economic
Development Discourse

And more ...
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m Un/Common Schooling: Educational
Experiments in Twentieth-Century India
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Ethnography of Riots, Everyday Politics and
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INSIGHT

= Multidimensional Poverty Disparities among
Social Groups
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= Broiler Contracting in Punjab

= Alternatives to Centralised Piped Water
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DISCUSSION

® Quantitative Insights on Dalit Assertion and
Caste Violence in India
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Law against. SR *

Along with the coercion from milies and communities,
policing, stringent legal procedures for marriage
registration, and bureaucratic hurdles dissuade couples
from seeking legal recourse, particularly in the cases of
inter-caste and interfaith love/marriages. page 63

Trump’s Gaza Plan

Donald Trump’s plan for Gaza that amounts to ethnic
cleansing of two million Palestinians not only violates
multiple international and humanitarian laws but is also
morally repugnant. page 10

Broiler Contracting

Collectivisation of small growers through cooperatives/
producer company mechanisms is needed in Punjab to
negotiate with the contracting agency in terms of prices
and the effective regulation of contract farming. page 48

Data on Caste Violence

Combined analysis of the NCRB and NSS datasets shows
that the occurrence of caste crimes is spatially
dependent and increases as the socio-economic gap
between Dalits and upper castes decreases. page 70

Centralised Piped Water Supply

It is imperative for decision makers to go beyond the
model of CPWS and explore other context-specific,
non-networked strategies for service delivery to ensure
universal access to safe water. page 55
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EDITORIALS

= Southern States Registered the Sharpest Fall
in Fiscal Health Rankings

= Stampede-like Situation and Disaster-like
Management

COMMENTARY

= Where Medicine Is Poison: Anatomy of
Recurring Crises in Inclusive Finance

= Counting the Invisible: Comparison of
PLFS and TUS Estimates

= The Updated Environmental Regulations:
High on Promises, Nowhere on Provisions

And more ...
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Economic Analysis
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® |nescapable Informality Redux
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m Defending Land Rights amid Urban
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and Perils of Governance

m Settling a Propertied Neighbourhood through
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Review of
Urban Affairs

A set of six papers challenges the conventional wisdom
that informality is a problem to be eradicated, insisting
that it must be engaged with as a vital component of
urbanisation. The papers call for policies that acknowledge
the role of informality in sustaining cities while ensuring
greater security and rights for those within it. pages 39-92

Crises in Inclusive Finance

The trouble in the inclusive finance space could come
from the cracks in the lending model, policy-induced
trouble, politics and electoral cycle-induced trouble, and
organisation design-based trouble. page 10

Musk and the Far Right

Musk, with his links to White privilege in apartheid
South Africa, has waded into the British debate as part of
his White supremacist agenda, more indirectly invoking
England as the fount of the “Western civilisation.” page 22

Local Government Finances

The approaches adopted by union finance commissions
for the devolution of funds, primarily centred on
population and area, have fallen short in materialising
fiscal decentralisation and enhancing the service
delivery framework. page 30



FEBRUARY 15, 2025

Economic&PoliticalWEEKLY

A SAMEEKSHA TRUST PUBLICATION

/465-"\-’0 Tlo200

EDITORIALS
® An Elusive Recovery
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= Argentina’s Economic Shock Therapy

COMMENTARY
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DeepSeek’s In e Disruption

Upending the economic rationale behind massive |
capital inflows, DeepSeek introduces the possibility of a
more equitable approach to Al development that could
democratise access and disrupt the monopolistic hold
on the Al sector. page 15

Shock Therapy in Argentina

Cuts to infrastructure, education, and research funding
threaten long-term growth, while rising poverty and
unemployment highlight the human toll of austerity
measures imposed by Javier Milei's government. page 10

Adoption of Artificial Insemination

Supporting cooperative and farmer group initiatives
that provide a market for livestock-related products and
strengthening extension services can facilitate faster
dissemination of artificial insemination technology. page 68

Universalism of the Oppressed

While the politics of Dalit-Bahujan cultural assertion
unsettles the conventional ruling elite, it has yet to build
its ideological challenge rooted in the philosophical
universalism that Phule and Ambedkar envisaged. page 36

Aspirational Districts and SDGs

The reliability and integrity of the ADP dashboard data
need to be strengthened on priority in order to

instil confidence in the programme and effectively
monitor progress. page 59
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Infirmities of Uttarakhand UCC

When the Constitution framers hoped for a uniform
civil code to emerge in India, they certainly did not
intend for a uniformly oppressive code to be imposed
on all Indians. page 10

Shirish B Patel (1932-2024)

Upholding value-based planning, Patel’s arguments for
inclusionary zoning or community land reserves were
driven by the desire for a socially just city. page 19

Growth Divergence between States

The population growth rate, the bank credit to GSDP
ratio, and the shares of agriculture and industry in
GSDP contribute to the differences in steady states
across states. page 50
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The narratives underlying the cases related to conflicts
among fisher groups over purse seine fishing contain
a mix of environmental, developmental, and
distributional arguments. page 36

Bihu and Assamese Nationalism

The multi-ethnic customs of Bihu have historical roots,
but their formalisation and present forms of celebration
are a recent “invention of tradition,” designed to unify
Assamese identity. page 72
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WHERE EACELLENCE GUIDES THE SUCCESS
¢ India-Qatar Bilateral Relations Elevated to the Strategic Partnership
¢ Lao PDR and Nepal Added in FATF Grey List
¢ President's Rule Imposed in Manipur for 11th Time
¢ Union Cabinet Approved the National Critical Minerals Mission
¢ Rekha Gupta Sworn-in as the 9th Chief Minister of Delhi
e Gyanesh Kumar Appointed as the 26th Chief Election Commissioner of India
¢ The International Big Cat Alliance (IBCA) Officially Comes into Force
¢ Second Advance Estimates of Annual Gross Domestic Product for 2024-25
¢ India Ranked 96th in the Corruption Perceptions Index 2024
¢ Household Consumption Expenditure Survey 2023-24
¢ RBI Reduces Repo Rate by 25 Basis Points to 6:25%
¢ First Advance Estimates of Horticulture Crops for 2024-25
¢ India Won the ICC U-19 Women's T20 World Cup 2025
¢ ICC Awards 2024 : Jasprit Bumrah Crowned ICC Men's Cricketer of the Year
¢ Grammy and BAFTA Awards 2025
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