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Economic&Political WEEKLY

A SAMEEKSHA TRUST PUBLICATION

EDITORIALS
® The Elusive Home
= Fortifying Investors’ Interests

FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK
®m |n a Perpetual Panic

COMMENTARY

= Examining the COVID-19 Relief Package
for MSMEs

m A Gender-responsive Policy and
Fiscal Response to the Pandemic

= Role of the Private Sector in Escalating
Medical Inflation: Evidence from 75th Round
NSS Data

= Paradox of a Supply Constrained Keynesian
Equilibrium: The COVID-19 Case

BOOK REVIEWS

m Political Parties, Party Manifestos and Elections
in India, 1909-2014

m Resurgent Asia: Diversity in Development

INSIGHT

® Labour Law Changes:
Innocuous Mistakes or Sleight of Hand?

SPECIAL ARTICLES

m Lives and Livelihood:
An Exit Strategy from Lockdown

= Rapid Growth of Private Universities:
Transformation of the University Space

= Doctoral Journeys: From Field Diaries to
Institutional(ised) Authorship

CURRENT STATISTICS

POSTSCRIPT

Vol LV No 22
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Closing the Gaps for MSMEs

Measures that will help this priority sector tide over the
lockdown crisis are suggested, and its changed
definition in the relief package is analysed. page 10

Saving Lives and Livelihoods

A clear strategy is outlined for dealing with the virus and
the economy, and for identifying industries and areas
where limited economic activities can resume. page 38

Controlling Medical Inflation

A regulatory mechanism is needed for the dominant
private healthcare sector that induces inflationary pressure
on household costs and potentially on the government
health budget through the insurance route. page 18

Reimagining the Labour Market

If stringent labour laws are the cause of
underdevelopment in certain regions, what explains the
abysmal condition of labour in the more developed
regions where investment is much more? page 33

No ‘Factory Reset Buttons’

There is much speculation about how the post-pandemic
world will be, but capitalism, or healthcare, or the
environment is not an object-like system with specific
principles that can be changed at will. page 63
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Economic&Political WEEKLY

A SAMEEKSHA TRUST PUBLICATION

EDITORIALS
® No Stimulus in Economic Stimulus Package
= The Idea of ‘Atmanirbhar’ India

FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK
= Significance of the Petitionary Genre

LAW & SOCIETY

m A Regressive World View on
Scheduled Tribe Reservations

COMMENTARY

m Health and Nutrition of India’s Labour Force
and COVID-19 Challenges

= Mumbai’s Struggles with Public Health Crises:
From Plague to COVID-19

= Coerced Movements and the Unravelling
of a ‘People’

m Taxation in the Times of COVID-19
= Yogendra Singh (1932-2020)

BOOK REVIEWS

= The Politics of Swidden Farming: Environment
and Development in Eastern India

= The Empire of Apostles: Religion,
Accommodatio, and the Imagination of
Empire in Early Modern Brazil and India

PERSPECTIVES

m COVID-19, Public Health System and
Local Governance in Kerala

= Community Self-governance in Education

SPECIAL ARTICLES
m Access to Credit in Eastern India
= Revisiting Open Defecation
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Vol LV No 21
10
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Kerala’s COVID-19 Strategy

A detailed analysis of the state’s successful measures to
fight the current pandemic along with the predominance
given to local bodies and transparency in doing so page 35

A Healthy Labour Force

India needs a data-driven exit and post-exit strategy
from the COVID-19 lockdown to deal with the immediate
food crisis and structural blocks that limit poor
households’ access to food. page 13

Analysing Who We Are

Immigrants and the institution of immigration pose
the question of inclusion of migrants in their adopted
lands and the social and political linkages with their
societies of origin. page 21

Taxing Times

There is a demand worldwide for immediate tax

relief measures, and it would be helpful to view India’s
steps in this regard in relation to those taken by

other countries. page 25

Synthesiser of Complex Ideas

Yogendra Singh (1932-2020) was an outstanding scholar,
theorist, teacher and founder member of Jawaharlal
Nehru University’s sociology centre who analysed Indian
society with understanding and concern. page 28
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A SAMEEKSHA TRUST PUBLICATION

EDITORIALS
® Living with COVID-19
= Who Loves a Labour Law Ordinance?

FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK
® Journalism in the Normative Mode

HT PAREKH FINANCE COLUMN
= Qutsourcing the Stimulus

COMMENTARY

m Significance of Testing for Identification
of COVID-19: A State-level Analysis

m Density, Distancing, Informal Settlements
and the Pandemic

m Remaking the Indian Military for Women

= Walls That Speak: Visual Background as a
Window to the Social Background

REVIEW ARTICLE

m Culture, Vernacular Politics, and the Peasants:

India, 1889-1950
m My Life Struggle

m The Bihar Provincial Kisan Sabha 1929-1942:
A Study of an Indian Peasant Movement

REVIEW OF WOMEN'’S STUDIES
m Gender, Labour and the Constitution

m Social Reproduction, Constitutional
Provisions and Capital Accumulation

= Dispossessed Women’s Work

m |[mpact of Uttarakhand’s Reservation
Judgment on Women

And more ...
CURRENT STATISTICS

POSTSCRIPT

Vol LV No 20
<110
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Review of
Women'’s Studies

Six articles examine women's unpaid labour subsidising
the wage economy, land dispossession leading to adverse
social inclusion, gender implications in anti-reservation
judgments, the working of local committees addressing
sexual harassment at the workplace, the Maternity
Benefit Act and its amendments, and implications of the
labour codes and anti-trafficking interventions on
female labour migration. page 29 onwards

From Classroom to a Device

A look at the visual politics of video conferencing as a
necessary mode of engagement in the spaces of higher
learning that are already marked with rugged ridges of
inequality and lack of access. page 21

COVID-19 and Disease Progression

Data gathered from eight Indian states underline
the importance of identification and quarantine of
those who are infected in slowing down the spread
of the disease. page 12

Peasant Life and Culture

A review of three books on Swami Sahajanand Saraswati
who produced an Indian history of a peasant struggle
through his memoir page 24
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Economic&Political WEEKLY

A SAMEEKSHA TRUST PUBLICATION

EDITORIALS

= Ameliorating Rural Distress

= COVID-19 and National Disaster
Management Act

FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK

® A Tragic Travelogue

ALTERNATIVE STANDPOINT
m The Uselessness of Art

COMMENTARY

m |dentity of a Disease: Social Epistemology
and Epidemiology in the Light of COVID-19

= Plugging Loopholes in Taxation
of Interstate Sales

= The Mathadi Model and Its Relevance for
Empowering Unprotected Workers

m Saving Jobs and Averting Lay-offs amidst
COVID-19 Lockdown

= Migration and Reverse Migration in
the Age of COVID-19
BOOK REVIEWS
m Regulation in India: Design, Capacity, Performance
® Independence and Accountability of the
Indian Higher Judiciary
PERSPECTIVES

= Gandhi’s Reflective and Dialogical Approach
to Search for the Truth

®m Linguistic Dimension of Draft National
Education Policy, 2019

SPECIAL ARTICLES

m India’s Mobile Phone Manufacturing Industry

= Child Marriages in Haryana

CURRENT STATISTICS

Vol LV No 19
T 110
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Recognising Silent Epidemics
Class, region and social dimensions explain why the
ilinesses afflicting the poor and those in the
world’s backward regions are not identified with a
definitive causation. page 13

States and Revenue Protection

A look at what the union government must do to
protect the revenue of states that are foregoing revenue
due to interstate purchases of out-of-GST petroleum
products by businesses at a concessional rate page 18

Manufacturing Mobile Phones

Dependence of Indian domestic manufacturers
on import of parts can be reduced by greater
emphasis on innovation, and public research and
development programmes. page 50

Gandhi and Self-interrogation

M K Gandhi’s path of self-reflection and dialogue must
be followed in democratic societies to help resolve
conflicts and assess our approach and analysis in
comprehending the changing social reality. page 38

Perception of Art

Artists are generally neglected, but more so in a crisis
like the present pandemic, and it is important to
examine what support structures mean for the arts
and artists. page 10
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Economic&Political WEEKLY

A SAMEEKSHA TRUST PUBLICATION

EDITORIALS
m Rescuing Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises

® Undemocratic Evasion of
Environmental Responsibility

FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK
m COVID-19 and a Just State?

COMMENTARY

= Analysing Kerala’s Response to
the COVID-19 Pandemic

= World Economy and Nation States
post COVID-19

= COVID-19’s Disruption of India’s Transformed
Food Supply Chains

BOOK REVIEWS
m The Psychological Impact of the Partition of India

® Shadows of Doubt: Stereotypes, Crime, and
the Pursuit of Justice

PERSPECTIVES
m Epidemics and Capitalism

SPECIAL ARTICLES

m Small Businesses, Big Reform:
A Survey of the MSMEs Facing GST

= ‘Piloting’ Gender in the Indian Railways:
Women Loco-pilots, Labour and Technology

= |mplementation of Community Forest
Rights: Experiences in the Vidarbha Region
of Maharashtra

CURRENT STATISTICS

POSTSCRIPT

Vol LVNo 18
T 110
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Capitalism and COVID-19

Since long-run solutions to COVID-19 can barely emerge
from outside the interstate systems, there arises a

need to reimagine these systems for letting science

and technology flourish without the fetters on

their ownership. pages 14, 28

Together They Stand

By containing the COVID-19 contagion through
decentralised, scientific, and humane policies, Kerala
demonstrates the efficacy of participatory governance in
handling calamities. page 10

Food Supply during COVID-19

With the PDS supplying barely 5% of India’s food
consumption, policies should work towards making the
private food supply chains rebound, instead of replacing
these by government food distribution. page 18

Small Business Meets Big Duty

Debates on the effects of GST on small businesses in
India get a unique evidence base from the primary surveys
of such enterprises facing this indirect tax reform. page 32

An Old Boys’ Club

The additional hierarchy of “masculine” standards of
performance deters women loco-pilots in Indian
Railways from fully engaging in their job. page 40
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0. NATIONAL NEWSMAKERS

E-Commerce Platforms Continue to be
India’s Lifeline in Lockdown

Despite the Government’s decision to
open standalone retail stores, e-commerce
platforms continue to be the first place
where Indians are going to buy basics and
essentials

8. INTERNATIONAL NEWSMAKERS

COVID-19 to Reduce Global Retail
Spending by Over $500 Billion in 2020
Retail sales will lose 260 billion euros across
EU-5 (the UK, France, Germany, Spain, and
Italy) in 2020, a decline of 10.4 percent from
2019

70. RETAIL ROADMAP

How Retailers Are Planning to Revive
Their Businesses

The challenge in front of the retailers would
be to ensure that they adhere to the new
safety norms because when it comes to
consumerism, going ahead, health will be
the big motto

3. RETAIL INITIATIVE

Future Group’s Central Introduces
‘Store At Your Door’ service in Green
and Orange zones

Customers who register online for the
service can buy from a selection of brands
and merchandise brought to their doorstep
by the store staff
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19. RETAIL TECH

Surviving COVID-19: Now, Transform
Kirana Stores into Supermarkets in
Just 24 Hours

The webinar talks about the current mPOS
adoption in the Indian retail industry, the
pace of adoption, the investment it requires,
staff training and the return on investments
for the retailers
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0. RESEARCH

The Global Economy and COVID-19: The
Great Lockdown

US will face the most severe recession since
the Great Depression and India’s real GDP

to grow by just 2.0 percent in 2020, says a
report from Euromonitor International
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TOMORROW: RETAILERS

REIMAGINE CONCEPTS,
STRATEGIES

COVID-19 has had an unprecedented
impact on the retail industry worldwide.
Such has been the economic toll
of the pandemic that many brands
witnessed zero revenue for a brief
period as consumer focus shifted to
buying essential goods. To mitigate the
disruption caused by this crisis, Indian
retailers will need to devise strategies
for the ‘now, next and beyond’

B
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/7. COVID CRISIS

Impact of the Pandemic on East India
Retail

The East India retail industry is facing an
acute cash crunch due to a sharp fall in
business and operational challenges with
low or zero manpower

25. CUSTOMER EXPERIENCE

ShopClues Improvises Portfolio to
Reach Consumers in Tier II, lll, IV
Towns & Cities

ShopClues has taken note of the shift in
consumer behaviour in COVID-19 times and
has worked towards improvising its product
portfolio

26, RETAIL TRENDS

Hyperlocal & Social Commerce: New
buzzwords in Aapparel Sector Post
COVID-19

The big learning which is coming from the
Covid-19 pandemic is that social selling

is picking up pace. Going ahead, digital
commerce is going to become big

28. REPORT

Retail Operations: Safety and Hygiene
Measures Post Lockdown

Hygiene and safety will be on the top of the
list post the crisis and only organisations
that are prepared for the new reality with
complete SOPs will be able reap the benefit

30. RETAIL REVIVAL

Jewellery Brands to Reopen Stores in
Orange and Green Zones in a Phased
Manner

Brands have rolled out safety e-books, with
commitment to the security and wellbeing of
both staff and customers in store



indian = am
management

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

NE[WORKED WORLD

ABUSINESS IMPERATIVE

forging partnerships, fostering growth

BOUNDLESS . KIE

CONNECTIONS MATTER ~ KEEPTHETHREADS
ALWAYS OPPORTUNITIES ~ STRONG
Gary Peacock K Shankar Morgen'Witzel



indian o
manageme nt

VOLUME 59 | ISSUE 4 | MAY 2020

THIS ISSUE

COVERSEMORY
PERKS MANY, PERILS NONE

CONNECTIONS MATTER, ALWAYS 12

A networked world will only assume more relevance as the
world turns more volatile and complex.
- GARY PEACOCK

BOUNDLESS OPPORTUNITIES 18
A connected world is not an option, but an imperative.

- K SHANKAR
KEEP THE THRERDS STRONG 22

Cutting ourselves off from networks or disabling them
altogether is a destructive step.
- MORGEN WITZEL

CASE STUDY
STEALING THE SHOW 28

Glamourising steel, redefining the industry,
delighting the consumer.
- SHASHANK SHAH

TRIBUTE
END OF AN ERA 38

A throwback to the Jack Welch years at GE.
- KRISHAN KALRA




Franklin Templeton Fallout pg 54 Falling Interest Rates pg 72

MAY 2020,%50

OUTLOOK

SPORTUNITY,
KONS IN A CRIS

India’s consumption story will revive
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