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newsletter on GST GST benefiting thousands of members
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* E-learning on GST and UAE VAT ¢ 3800 programmes, live webcasts, video
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LAW & SOCIETY
= Not Just Hadiya

COMMENTARY

= Contested Coasts:
The Draft CRZ Notification, 2018

= Stiffer Challenges Await the New Banks
Board Bureau

= Institutionalising Social Audits in Meghalaya
= Special Economic Zones Face the WTO Test
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A Memoir of Life in Trinidad and Beyond

® Pieces of Earth: The Politics of Land-grabbing
in Kashmir

PERSPECTIVES

® Transcending Ethnic Differences: Feminist
Perspectives from Jammu and Kashmir

INDIA’S DEMOCRACY TODAY

= BJP beyond Electoral Dominance

= Federalism and Democracy in Today’s India

= Patterns of NOTA Voting

= The Struggle of RTI Activists in Gujarat

= The Transformation of Backward Class
Politics in Uttar Pradesh
And more...
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Resurrecting Public Sector Banks

A challenging task awaits the revamped Banks Board
Bureau at a time when public sector banks are under
unprecedented operational stress. page 14

Reducing Existing Safeguards

The draft Coastal Regulation Zone Notification, 2018
calls for enhancing coastal livelihoods but may end up
disadvantaging them further. page 12

Taking the Parents’ Side

The Indian police and judicial system are not always
neutral arbiters of the law that allow adult women to
choose whom they want to marry. page 10

The Story of the Naipauls

A review of V S Naipaul's sister’s memoir, which has
surprising revelations and details about how the writer
was made and how he “unmade” himself page 23

INDIA’S DEMOCRACY TODAY

A set of six papers looks at the forms of political power in India
and its institutions of democratic accountability, seven decades
afterindependence. page 34 onwards
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EDITORIALS

w Making Sense of Kerala's Flood Disaster
= Balancing Affordability with Access

= Begging for Rights

STRATEGIC AFFAIRS

= Modi at the Helm:
Whither Nuclear Decision-making?

COMMENTARY

= Kick-starting the Kisan Urja Suraksha
evam Utthaan Mahabhiyan

= Goa's Fishy Tale:
Formalin Raises Acute Concerns

= The LIC-IDBI Deal: Sieving the Substance

BOOK REVIEWS

u Integrating the Third Tier in the Indian
Federal System: Two Decades of Rural
Local Governance

= Tamil: A Biography

PERSPECTIVES
= Status of Transgender Persons in Odisha

= Non-performing Assets of
Commercial Banks
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= Death of Democracy
= |ndia’s Electronics Sector
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Escaping Fiscal Responsibility

The Life Insurance Corporation of India—Industrial
Development Bank of India deal shows a flawed strategy
that cuts corners in policy implementation. page 19

Examining Bad Loans

There is a need to develop a suitable database on non-
performing assets from the basic statistical returns
system of the Reserve Bank of India. page 36

Diagnosis of the Electronics Sector
An attempt to understand why the industry is highly

dependent on imports along with a look at NITI Aayog’s
“Make in India” strategy for electronic products page 112

Techno-capitalism and Democracy
The latest phase of capitalism, also popularly known as
“knowledge economy,” with its corporate system of
organisation, signifies the death of democracy. page 104

Transgender Narratives

The status of transgender persons from Odisha is
examined in the light of progressive judicial and state
interventions. page 30
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= The Emergence of New Reservationists

= Deconstructing India’s Employment Démarche
= Where the Transgender Bill Fails
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® Manufacturing Output in New GDP Series

» The Draft Labour Code on Social Security, 2018
= Economic Challenges for Imran Khan

= Samir Amin (1931-2018)

= Remembering Samir Amin
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u The World after GDP: Economics, Politics and
International Relations in the Post-Growth Era
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= Dalit Politics and Its Fragments in Punjab
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= Welfare without Work or Wages:
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NOTES
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Redefining Welfare?

State policies remain invested in a globally competitive
growth model and dwell on welfare, but not work or
wages, particularly in the informal economy. page 53

Dalit Political Presence in Punjab
Despite having the country’s highest proportion of
Scheduled Castes in its population, why is Dalit politics
near absent in the state? page 32

New GDP Estimates

The new gross domestic product series, with base year
2011-12, shows a higher share of manufacturing sector
and a faster growth rate over the old series, at variance
with other macroeconomic correlates. page 10

Financial Aspects of Labour Code
An inclusive social security system for the unorganised
sector workers is urgently needed, but the draft
Labour Code on Social Security, 2018 has several
inadequacies. page 14

Samir Amin (1931-2018)

Two articles assess the work of the activist-scholar and
philosopher of social movements, and his articulation of
a new type of internationalism. pages 21 and 23
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= |ndia’s Contribution to Rice Development
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= Remembering Fakruddin H Bennur
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u Violence and the Burden of Memory:
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An attempt to examine how the recent floods in Kerala, a
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A misguided attempt to weed out “identity fraud”
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denied their rights. page 33

Alternatives to Crop Burning

Policy statements on resolving the issue of crop residue
burning have created confusion and set in motion
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Spillover Effect of Foreign MNCs

An analysis of financial performance of foreign firms
with domestic ones throws up significant insights
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of operational efficiency. page 56
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Self-inflicted Trade Deficit

A look at the impact of the United States’ protectionist
measures and retaliatory actions on the global economy
and trade institutions page 12

All India Radio’s Glory Days

The state broadcaster has had an immense influence in
shaping the cultural mindset of the nation; what will
help it find a path back to its prime? page 42

Nuances of Gandhian Trusteeship
An examination of the sources of Gandhi’s ideas on
trusteeship, a unique Gandhian insight into problems
that confront students of political economy page 36
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an institution of parliamentary politics, admired by
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